The oxidase test is an important differential procedure in diagnostic bacteriology, especially useful for quickly confirming a tentative morphological identification of Pseudomonas aeruginosa or Neisseria species. This can be done as a filter paper spot test (5) (6) (7) (8) or by flooding colonies with one of several reagents, with or without alphanaphthol (3, 4 with no loss of activity (6, 7). Small filter paper discs containing p-aminodimethylaniline are available from Difco and BBL. In our experience, these discs tend to darken greatly upon storage and this reduces their reliability. Filter paper strips which are said to contain both dimethyl-pphenylenediamine and alpha-naphthol are also available from the General Diagnostics Division of Warner-Chilcott Laboratories. Preliminary tests indicated that these strips are not as sensitive as the method of Kovacs (5), but the results are very useful as long as the strips are properly stored and appropriate controls are used. These strips are probably the most reliable commercial product available, but they are relatively expensive and inconvenient for testing large num. bers of colonies, since only one or two tests can be performed on each strip. Therefore, we devised a simple, inexpensive method for preparing sheets of reagent-impregnated, dried filter paper which can be held as long as 6 months with no loss of activity. A large number of colonies can be spotted onto one piece of filter paper (6 to 
